
A GUIDE TO  
OPEN ACCESS

uKpmc
UK PubMed Central (http://ukpmc.ac.uk) 
was established by the Wellcome Trust 
and a number of other principal funders of 
biomedical and health research in the UK.

UKPMC is based on PMC in the USA and 
aims to create a stable, permanent and 
free-to-access digital archive of the full-
text, peer-reviewed research publications 
(and datasets) that arise from research 
funded by the Wellcome Trust and other 
members of the UKPMC Funders Group. 

As part of the UKPMC service, it is  
now possible to find details of over  
17 500 grants awarded to researchers 
who have been funded by one or more 
of the UKPMC Funders Group. This 
tool – available at http://ukpmc.ac.uk/
grantlookup – can be used to help 
researchers identify colleagues who are 
working on similar research projects. 

Further inFOrmatiOn
For further information – including 
a detailed authors’ FAQ and more 
information on funding for open access 
costs – see www.wellcome.ac.uk/
openaccess.

“ Ensuring that the outputs of research  
are freely available to all is the best  
way to maximise their utility. Open  
access is good for science, the  
research community, and mankind.”

 sir JOhn sulstOn
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London NW1 2BE 
T +44 (0)20 7611 8888 
F +44 (0)20 7611 8545
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The Wellcome Trust is a charity registered in England, no. 210183. Its sole trustee is The Wellcome Trust Limited, a company regis-
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OPEN AND UNRESTRICTED  
ACCESS TO WELLCOME TRUST-
FUNDED RESEARCH

At the Wellcome Trust we believe that improving access to 
research papers will help researchers throughout the world  
to make the discoveries needed to improve health.

Open access pOlicy
In support of this aim, our Grant 
Conditions ensure that the outputs of 
the work we fund – research articles in 
peer-reviewed journals – are disseminated 
widely and are freely available to all.  

Wellcome Trust Grant Conditions require 
that an electronic copy of all research 
papers, funded in whole or in part by the 
Wellcome Trust, must be made available 
from the PubMed Central (PMC) and UK 
PubMed Central (UKPMC) repositories  
as soon as possible, and in any event 
within six months of publication.

This policy affects all articles that have 
been submitted and accepted for 
publication in a peer-reviewed journal  
from 1 October 2006.

cOmplying with the pOlicy
There are two ways in which researchers 
can comply with this grant condition:  

Route 1
Publish in a journal that offers a  
Wellcome-compliant open access option.  

Publishers that provide this option include 
PLoS and BioMed Central – who make 
every article open access – as well as 
those that provide a hybrid open access 
option, in which only certain articles are 

made open access. In both cases, free 
access is provided in return for a fee.

Publishers that offer a Wellcome-compliant 
hybrid option include Elsevier, Springer, 
OUP, Blackwell and CUP.

When publishing in a journal that uses 
a Wellcome-compliant open access 
model, note that the publisher will take 
responsibility for depositing the final 
version of the article in PMC/UKPMC. 

Route 2
Publish in any journal that allows you 
to self-archive the author manuscript 
(including all changes that arise from the 
peer-review process) and make that freely 
available from PMC and UKPMC within six 
months of publication. 

When publishing in a journal that 
uses this model, please note that the 
corresponding author is responsible 
for depositing the manuscript in PMC/
UKPMC. Papers must be deposited using 
the UK Manuscript Submission System 
(http://ukpmc.ac.uk/ukmss).

Researchers can use the Sherpa/RoMEO 
database (www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo.
php) to determine whether a journal has  
a Wellcome-compliant publishing policy. 

Funding Open access cOsts
We recognise the value that publishers 
add to the research process and 
acknowledge that the costs associated 
with publishing are legitimate research 
costs. The Wellcome Trust will therefore 
meet the costs associated with open 
access publishing. 

There are two mechanisms by which  
we will reimburse institutions for 
publishing costs: 

1  Block grants to a number of universities 
(see www.wellcome.ac.uk/
openaccess/blockgrant).

2   Supplementation of individual research 
grants (where the institution does not 
have a block grant). 

Funding is also available where  
grants have terminated. For 
further information, please contact 
openaccess@wellcome.ac.uk.

BeneFits OF Open access 
By making research papers available 
through PMC and UKPMC, authors can 
benefit from:

•	Higher	visibility
  Researchers can ensure that their 

research findings are available to all – 
and not limited to those researchers 
based at an institution that subscribes 
to a particular journal.

•	Innovative,	context-sensitive	linking
  By depositing papers in PMC/UKPMC, 

researchers will benefit from a number 
of innovative IT tools and services that 
provide the functionality to integrate 
research articles with a range of other 
online sources, such as gene, protein 
and chemical compound databases.

•	Long-term	preservation
  All papers deposited in PMC/UKPMC 

are sorted in a standard digital format 
(XML), thus ensuring that the record of 
medicine is preserved, irrespective of 
future changes in hardware or software 
environments.

We are a research-funding organisation 
with a mission to foster and promote 
research with the aim of improving 
human and animal health. One of our  
six strategic aims is ‘facilitating research’; 
this means we are committed to enabling 
the best conditions for research and 
sharing knowledge, for the benefit of 
researchers worldwide.
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